CHAPTEE VIII.
THE   BRITISH   OFFENSIVE   ON   THE   TIGRIS.
Final preparations for the offensive—The first phase: The line of the
Hal gained and consolidated; General Maude's redistribution of his
forces in order to form a mobile striking force: The operation at the
Sfaumran Bend; The situation at the close of the first phase—Courses
of action open to General Maude—The second phase: The attack
on the Khadairi position by the 1st Corps meets with unexpectedly
strong resistance: The action of the 3rd Corps; Tne situation
at the end of the second phase—The third phase: operations at the
Hal Salient—The fourth phase: operations at the Dahra Bend—The
Turks lose the whole of the right bank of the Tigris.
Early in December the training-camps at Amara were
broken up and the troops were moved forward to their con-
centration areas. On the 8th and 9th rain fell; in consequence,
the preparations were somewhat delayed, and it was not
until the lOfh that the final dispositions were completed.
On the 10th the 1st Corps (3rd and 7th Divisions) was facing
Sannaiyat on the left bank and was in occupation of the
right bank as far west as the line Arab Village—Twin
Canals—Sin Abtar—Dujaiiah Bedoubt West of the line
Sinn Banks—Dujailah Eedoubt the 3rd Corps (13th and
14th Divisions) was ready to begin operations; at Arab
Village the 6th and 7th Cavalry Brigades (temporarily organ-
ised as a Cavalry Division) were waiting to move forward.
On the 10th General Maude issued his orders for the
forthcoming operation. His plan was to surprise the enemy
by moving at night and to push forward on the right bank to
capture the line of the river Hal* The forward movement
was to take place on, the night of 13/14th December. On
the 13th, the artillery of both Corps was to pin the enemy
to the left bank by bombardment and the 1st Corps was to
create the impression that an attack upon Sarmaiyat was
impending. On the right bank during the night 13/14th,
the Cavalry Division was to march to secure a crossing over
the Hai at Basrugiyah before daybreak on the 14th, and
afterwards to move rapidly towards the Turkish bridge at the
Shumran bend, pushing the enemy back along the western
* Fide Maps No. 3 and 4.

